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Course card

	Course title
	Photography


	Semester (winter/summer)
	winter / summer
	 ECTS
	4


	Lecturer(s)
	Dr Michał Łuczak
	


	Department
	Institute of Art & Design
	


Course objectives (learning outcomes)

	The aim of the course is to introduce students to the fundamentals of visual storytelling based on photography. The classes are workshop-based, with students working on their own photographs. They create a documentary photography series on a selected topic, previously discussed and approved by the instructor.

The course combines lectures with consultations. On one hand, we analyze classic documentary projects from recent years and their aesthetics; on the other, we conduct group critiques of student projects.

Ultimately, students design a zine based on their own documentary project.


Prerequisites

	Knowledge
	Students attending the studio have completed a basic photography course. They are capable of taking technically correct photographs and understand the nature of photographic imagery. They know how to sequence images into cohesive series and work within various aesthetic approaches.

	Skills
	Students should have basic knowledge of graphic design software, such as Adobe Photoshop and InDesign.

	Courses completed
	


	Course organization

	Form of classes
	W (Lecture)
	Group type

	
	
	A (large group)
	
	K (small group) 
	
	L (Lab)
	
	S (Seminar)
	
	P (Project) 
	
	E (Exam)  
	

	Contact hours
	
	
	
	45
	
	
	


Teaching methods:

	The course introduces students to the fundamentals of visual storytelling based on photography. The classes are workshop-based, with participants working with archival materials such as old illustrated magazines and online visual resources. They create photo collages based on their own concepts, which are ultimately arranged into a sequence of images and printed in the form of a zine.

At the same time, they develop original projects in the field of documentary photography, defining their themes and aesthetics and executing them in accordance with guidelines set by the instructor.


Assessment methods:

	
	E – learning
	Didactic games
	Classes in schools
	Field classes
	Laboratory tasks
	Individual project
	Group project
	Discussion participation
	Student’s presentation
	Written assignment (essay)
	Oral exam
	Written exam
	Other

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	


	Assessment criteria
	 Completion of the assignment outlined at the beginning of the semester:

· Create an original series of documentary photographs or collage.

· Design and print a zine based on the series.

· The final requirement for passing the course is the printed zine.


	Comments
	


Course content (topic list)

	• Lectures on the photo book and documentary photography.
• Sequence – how to arrange photographic images into series.


Compulsory reading

	Josef Koudelka, Exiles
Robert Frakn, The Americans

Alec Soth, Songbook


Recommended reading
https://www.youtube.com/@AlecSothYouTube
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