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Course card

	Course title
	Spatial Design


	Semester (winter/summer)
	winter 
	 ECTS
	4


	Lecturer(s)
	dr Marta Dziuba, dr Joanna Olech
	


	Department
	Institute of Art & Design
	


Course objectives (learning outcomes)

	The course expands students' understanding of the role and function of private (residential) and public spaces in contemporary cities. A key focus is the observation and analysis of urban processes and their impact on users and institutions. The course prepares students for independent design work by integrating research, critical thinking, and practical application.

Students develop skills in spatial design through observation, analysis, and problem-solving, applying insights to real projects. They critically assess existing urban, public, and residential spaces, considering aspects such as accessibility, sustainability, and technological advancements.

A strong emphasis is placed on socially and ecologically responsible design, exploring alternative solutions to challenges like globalization, gentrification, environmental impact, and overconsumption. The course encourages innovation in designing functional, symbolic, and experimental spaces within urban and residential contexts.


Prerequisites

	Knowledge
	– Has a well-developed artistic and design awareness.

– Understands fundamental concepts in art history, design, and spatial and interior design, both in a historical context and in relation to contemporary trends.

– Is familiar with current design trends and movements.

– Possesses theoretical knowledge of artistic techniques and technologies and can develop and creatively apply them in professional design practice.

	Skills
	– Has skills in creative visual expression, including freehand and presentation drawing, modeling, mock-up creation, and other artistic techniques.

– Has more than basic proficiency in selected 2D and 3D graphic design software.

Thinks creatively and innovatively.

– Has strong spatial imagination.

– Can work both independently and collaboratively in a team.

– Applies design methods and procedures that integrate functional and ergonomic aspects while incorporating original approaches, considering new structural, technological, aesthetic, legal, and market developments.

	Courses completed
	


	Course organization

	Form of classes
	W (Lecture)
	Group type

	
	
	A (large group)
	
	K (small group) 
	
	L (Lab)
	
	S (Seminar)
	
	P (Project) 
	
	E (Exam)  
	

	Contact hours
	
	
	
	45
	
	
	


Teaching methods:

	– Introduction to the Course Topics – Overview of key issues and objectives.

– Project Briefing – Presentation of themes, requirements, and expectations for the semester project.

– Project Development – Step-by-step execution of design stages, analysis, and problem-solving through independent work and weekly individual consultations.

– Project Submission – Delivery of the final project in digital format (PDF), including a detailed presentation illustrating each stage of the design process.

– Final Public Presentation – Presentation of completed projects to fellow participants and the instructor, followed by a group discussion.

– Evaluation and Feedback – Assessment and review of submitted works (graded course completion).


Assessment methods:

	
	E – learning
	Didactic games
	Classes in schools
	Field classes
	Laboratory tasks
	Individual project
	Group project
	Discussion participation
	Student’s presentation
	Written assignment (essay)
	Oral exam
	Written exam
	Other

	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	X


	Assessment criteria
	 Creative, Active, and Engaged Approach – Demonstrating innovation and dedication in project execution.

Attendance – Maximum of two unexcused absences.

Teamwork Skills – Ability to collaborate effectively within a group.

Semester Review & Public Presentation – Participation in the final project review and presentation in the agreed format.

Final Grading – Course completion with a grade


	Comments
	


Course content (topic list)

	Students are tasked with designing a public urban space, focusing on an existing location within the city. The project may take the form of a single, cohesive structure or a multi-element dispersed composition integrated into the chosen site. It can incorporate systematic, modular solutions or embrace unique, irregular forms to enhance spatial diversity.

The proposed design should creatively and innovatively respond to the context of the surrounding urban environment while ensuring inclusivity. The redesigned area should serve as a hub for community interaction, recreation, and cultural events, engaging local residents, visitors, businesses, and institutions relevant to the specific site.


Compulsory reading

	1. Neufert Ernest, Neufert. Podręcznik projektowania architektoniczno budowlanego, Arkady, W-wa 2022
2. Norberg-Schulz Christian, Bycie, przestrzeń i architektura, Wydawnictwo Murator, Warszawa 2000.
3. Pallasmaa Juhani, Oczy skóry. Architektura i zmysły, Instytut Architektury, Kraków 2012.


Recommended reading

1. Alexander Christopher, Język wzorców, Gdańskie Wydawnictwo Psychologiczne, Gdańsk 2008.


2. Piotr Wołyński red., Formy zamieszkiwania: publiczne i prywatne przestrzenie miasta, Uniwersytet Artystyczny w Poznaniu, Poznań 2010


3. Wallis Aleksander, Socjologia przestrzeni, Niezależna Oficyna Wydawnicza, Warszawa 1990


4. Lenartowicz J. Krzysztof, Słownik psychologii architektury, wyd. Politechnika Krakowska im. Tadeusza

Kościuszki, Kraków 2010 Kraków 2010


5. Gyurkovich Jacek, Architektura w przestrzeni miasta. Wybrane problemy, wyd. Politechnika Krakowska im. Tadeusza Kościuszki, Kraków 2010


6. Rasmussen Steen Eiler, Odczuwanie architektury, Wydawnictwo Murator, Warszawa 1999.
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